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could not but believe it, and at the same time, filled me with so much surprize that it brought me back to the days of Noah.'"
Of these two stories the one about Ware is quite worthless, unless there is some proof of his age, and the Berkeley anecdote helps us very little, unless one knows the date at which it is supposed to have taken place. Bishop Berkeley was born in 1685, and died in 1753; so this meeting with Mr. Berkeley ought, according to the text, to have taken place about 1793, when Macklin's memory was not in its best condition. Then, too, if we are to consider the story as anything more important than the pleasant invention of some society gossip, it is worth remembering that Macklin never was at college, except in the menial capacity of badgeman, and Kirkman suggests that this was somewhere about the year 1710. Now, Berkeley was M.A. and Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin, in 1707, so that, even if we accept the anecdote as a faithful and accurate account of what Macklin said, we must convict him of romancing when he boasted that " we were at college together," and spoke of remembering the bishop as a "pretty lad." I confess that I regard the anecdote as of very little value. Its pedigree and history are too obscure to inspire one with confidence in its accuracy. The repetition of spoken words does not lead to exactness or precision, and, even when two parties enter a witness-box with the most faithful desire to repeat a conversation, one finds their stories coloured and altered by their own knowledge of outlying facts. I do not believe for a moment that Macklin, if he spoke of Berkeley at all, ever used the phrase "pretty lad." Whatever he did say, that, at least, is a gloss on the original anecdote. An old man, looking back to the time when he was a youth of, say,